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Noms. XXXVIr, 


The Prompter. 





To be Continued Turspays and Fripars, 
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The Poor, that fcarce have wherewithal to eat, 
Will pinch, to give th’ Italian Boy a Treat. 

The Rich, to buy him, will refufe no Price. — 
—— Songs they love; the finging Voice they force 
Beyond his Compafs, till his Quail-pipe’s hoarfe. 
His Lute and Lyre, with their Embrace is worn 3 
With Knots they trim it, and with Gems adorn: 
Run over all the Strings, and K1ss the Cafe, 


And make Love to it, in the Mafter’s Place. 


Dryp. Juv. 





TUESDAY, MARCH I4. 1736. 





»HERE is a Cuftom in Popith 
es, Countries of collecting Charity, 
aS which feldom fails of Succefs. It 
is called QUETER; and the Per- 
fon that colle&s, QUETEUSE, 
The Choice generally falls on_the 
Bw handfomeft Lady of the City, 
F Village, or Court, where the 
QUETE is made, who is drefs’d up with all the Ad- 
vantages Art and Finery can beftow, and ftands at 
the Church-Door, with a large Purfe, open to re- 
ceive the Benevolence of the Well-difpos’d, and goes 
the Round, after, to the feveral Houfes of the In- 
habitants, attended by an Ecuyer or Two, as Pro- 
tectors. 
Beauty feldom fails cf moving, and thofe whom 
Charity alone would not foften to Compajffion, are 





__ . brought over, by the Force of the QUETEUs’sCharms, 


to relieve the WRETCHED.~-Thus the Admiration of 
‘Beauty is turned into an 4 Hs Devotion, and the Un- 
Pappy receive Comfort and Relief from it. 
uR Ladiesof Fafhion, who have ever been’ fond 
“of imitating Foreign Cuftoms, and particularly thofe 
practifed in France, have lately refolved to introduce 
this in Ezgland, but with fome little Variation ; by 
‘which, not only the original Intent of the QuETE, 
and the Manner of collecting it, but the good Effects 
‘of fuch a Contribution, are entirely perverted. 
_-Insreap of choofing one or more Objects of 
- Compaffion in our own Country, on whom to thower 
‘down the Large/fes to be raifed, they have fingled out 
‘a Pook DisrresseD FOREIGNER, whofe CRIEs 
have a for. of a Macick CHARM iu them, that 
takes Poffeflion, at once, of the Mov’D Liftener’s 
Soul, and awakens it to the tendereft Sentiments in 


his Behalf. The H lyena, who is faid, by its feigned. 


, Cry of Mffery, to attract the Traveller’s Steps to- 
wards itfelf, has not fo fure an Effect as that of this 
Ampuizious ANIMAL. ‘The Syreas, whofe harmo- 
nious CrIEs, none but the W1sEsT of the Grecian 
Princes ever efcaped, would fcarce, at prefent, raife 
Attention.—T Hose of our own Wretches, whom ex- 
treme Mifery and Want pinch, are unmufical and. 


wm 


har/h ; and inftead of moving the Hearers to ergige 
ina QUETE for them, makes them fly from the Com- 
pals of their Voices. — Such is the Difference bes 
tween Sounds! — 

WISELY reflecting, that Churches are not fo much 
frequented here as Abroad ; and that, befides, a 
Church-Door would be an improper Stand to colleé 
Money, that is not defigned to be employ’d in pioxs 
or charitable Ufes, our fair QUETEUsEs haunt Af 
femb'ies, Drawing-Rooms, and other publick Places, 


where they empty the Power of Beauty, to exact vio- sp 


lent Subfidies from His Majefty’s loyal Subjects, over 
and above thofe already laid on for the Expences of 
the current Year, to fupport a Foreign Auxiliary of 
Pleafure, we have no natural Want of, nor political 
Occafion for. 

THE Daily Advertifer has given us 2 Lift of fome 
of thefe Contributors, and makes the Profit of Senor 
Carlo Brofthi Farinello amount to upwards of Two 
Thoufand Pounds ; to which if we add Fiftéen Hun- 
dred Pounds Sallary, and cafual Prefents, we may 
compute his annual Income at near Four thoufand 
Pounds a Year. . 

Tue higheft Offices in ‘His Majefty’s Houfhold, 
executed by Men of the firft Quality in England, 
have no Sallaries annexed to them that come near 
this Sum. — The Profits of their Employs added to 
their Sallary, will fall infinitely fhort of this Compu- 
tation. +» Gentlemen who have ferved their Country 
Ten, Fifteen, Twenty Years, think themfelves amply 


rewarded, if they can procure a Sona Place of Four 


or Five Hundred Pounds a Year. A Lawyer fhall 
toil at the Bar thirty Years, and come into Fortune 
when he is going out of Life, nor think his Labour 
ill-beftowed —An Officer oo, WHITE in the Ser- 
vice, will comfort himfelf with a Regiment of In- 
valids, and fit down happy with fuch a Recompence. 
— Whilft a Fellow (who is only fit to enervate the 
Youth of Great Britain, by the pernicious Inilucnce 
of his UNNATURAL Voice, and make our Wowe./, 
who onee dealt in the nobler Paffions of Humanity, 
a their Beauties to his Intereft, by levying, 
in Virtue of thofe Beauties, upon our young Fellows 
O. 





> me ten wnat: —_ 
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of Fortune (who aré too complaifant to refufe a 
pretty Sollicitor) ‘Ten, Fifteen Guineas for a Ticket, 
in Favour of one, who, if he couLD, paige com- 
mand THEIR PERsoNS as well as THEIR PuRszs) 
fhall be recompenfed, for the Mifchiefs he does, be- 
yond the firft Nobleman in Exgland, for his Services. 
But can any thing be too confiderable, for One, of 
whom it was faid, in the Pit, after one of his Songs, 
OnE Gop, ONE FARINELLI! i 

Besrpes the general Account given in the above- 
mierttioned Paper, fome Particulars are come to my 
Knowledge, that ony Seve to fhew to what a Height 
of Extravagance our Ladies are come. 

A Woman of the firft Quality in England, fearing, 
left the Senor fhould be aftronted at receiving a Bank 
Note of 50/. for one Ticket, if prefented without 
Difguife, tHSught of a lucky Expedient, to ptevent 
his Anger, which was, to purchafe a Gold Snuff-box 
of Thirty Guineas Value, in which having inclofed 
the Note, fhe ventured, with Fear and Trembling, 
to make her Offering at:the Eunucn’s Shrine. 

ANOTHER, looking on the Sezor in a properer Light, 
pe him with a Gold Tweezer-Cafe fet with 

iamonds,.——— 


A Third, a Widow Lady of a very moderate For- 


tune, with two or three Children to take Care of, 
faid, with great Concern, SHE HAD STOLE A 
TickeT FoR Five Guineas. If fhe had faid, 
She had Robbed her Children of Five Guineas, the 
had {poke the Truth. 

Is there no Spirit left in the young Fellows of 
the Agc? No Remains of Manhood? Will they 
fuffer the Eyes, Ears, Hearts, and Souls, of their 
Miftreffes, to follow an Eccho of Virility? Do they 
want a Fuvenal to put Words in their Mouths ? 
Or are they themfelves poifoned? Have they no 
Notion of this more VistIBLE PRosTITUTION, 
this ADULTERY OF THE MIND, as that noble Ex- 
ample of my own Sex, My Lord Yowzly, calls it, 
when a Wife is alienated from her Husband, by any 
Pleafure whatfoever ? Can they be GRoss enough, 
to take up with a Woman that is theirs but at Second- 
hand? For, tho’ this imperfed Sketch cannot wrong 
them one Way, a Man of Spirit fhould contemn a 
Woman, in whom any Paffion dominates ftronger 
than Love of himfelf. — Second to that Paffion, let 
her enjoy all the reafonable Pleafures of Life, but 
NONE above it.—— 

I am concerned to fee the Spirit of both Sexes 
funk to fuch a Degree.— But this is not the only ill 
Confequence arifing from this Foreign Plague, that 
is {pread among us: Paffious are always more ex- 

enfive than real Wants, and will be supPLIED.— 
Private Gentlemen, with Families, that hitherto 
cou'd live agreeably, and partake of publick Diver- 
fions of the Town, reafonably, are forced to pinch 
and decreafe the Figure they make, to fend a Wife 
and three or four Daughters, to hear Farinelli twice 
a Week. — A Lady can’t find Halfa Guinea on a Sa- 
turday. Morning, for a poor Shoemaker, whofe Fa- 
mily will be fupported a whole Week by it, that at 
Night will untie her Purfe-ftrings, and with Greedi- 
nefs beftow it at the Opera. 

FasHions defcend, and the Follies of the Great 
reach the lower Clafs. —- Where the bef Company 


refort, there the middling will endeavour to intros 
duce themfelves. — 

T’o tell the Great, they ouzht to fet an Example, 
would be thought impertinént and unreafonable, if 
it tended to deprive them of any Pleafure they can 
AFFORD. — But if the Great have no Idea, no V lews, 
beyond indulging their private Paffions, and will fet 
an Example of Extravagance to a whole Nation, bt 
caufe it does not hurt themfelves, what elfe do they 
do, but BEGIN THE RUIN OF THEIR CouNTRy ? 
To alledge they would be WRETCHED without he_& 
ing Farinelli, is to affert, they never were HAPPY. 
before he came among us. 

How will our Theatres fubfift, which, under 
proper Regulations, may be of great Service, and 
Good to the Nation? Who will encourage good 
Plays, or good Actors? What Poet, of real Capa- 
city, will write, when thofe who ought to be his Pro- 
tectors, abandon him for an UNSENTIMENTED 
Sound? 

FARINELEI is unqueftionably the greateft Per- 
former, in the Vocal Way, of the Age? But by 
what Argument in Nature can he be proved to de- 
ferve More than any Actor, that can expre/s with 
Grace, and beautify with Action, a noble, or a tender 
Sentiment, that iz/pires with Virtue, or warms with 
Becoming Paffiou, the underftanding or compaffionate 
Auditor? Let any, the greateft Friend he has, give 
any other Reafon why he /hou/d, than his Refufal to 
fing unlefs he has, Pll give up the Caufe. But while 
Sentiment fhall have more intrinfick Merit than 
Sound, and ftrong Reprefentations of Nature, be be- 
yond the moft exalted Degree of unmeaning Har- 
mony, he that perverts the Courfe of Admiration, 
takes it from its proper Object, and fixes it where it 
fhould not be, ought to be banifhed the Nation 
he intoxicates, in Prejudice of Virtue, manly Senti= 
ments, noble Paffions, or true comick Humour. 
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ADVERTISEMENT. 





F Mr. Bavius would have given him{elf the Trouble 
of perufing the Prompter his Corre{pondent was fa 
{mart upon, he would have obferved, that the Pro- 
pofal of giving our Englith Harlequin a Tongue, was 
ouly made, on a hinba ladon, that it woud be impof- 
fible to drive Harlequin off the Britifh Stage. — And 
I muft confefs, fince Harlequin muft tread the Britith 
Stage, I can fee no Reafon why he fhou’d not be 
taught to {peak. Ev'ry Body muft own, the French 
Harlequin is infinitely more entertaining than the En- 
glifh one.—And it is no lefs a Matter of Fad, that 
the French Theatre at Paris is fo little hurt by the 
Italian, that this laft, tho graced by the beft Harle- 
quin iz Europe, is iz a much worfe Way than the 
other, and, without the Support of Foreigners, would 
quite fink. t 
If Mr. Bavius, or Mr. True Briton, can find any 
Means of driving all Harlequins from the Stage, Vil 
join Forces with him, readily, in fo laudable an Um 
dertaking. aa. 
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